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n this article I make some observations on a fairly
recent publishing phenomenon in the US: queer fan lan Barnard is Visiting
magazines.! I begin by characterizing the zines and
then suggest their implications in the realms of art and Assistant Professer af English ot

politics, and in theoretical and material articulations and enactments the Ohio State University. His
of notions like community and identity.

The values embodied by the form, content, and production ethos
of these zines contest the hegemonic publishing paradigms and polit- Interventions in the Racial
ical ideologies of not only the mainstream heterosexual press but of
most of the newspapers, magazines, and books contributing toward ~ Politics of Queer Theory is forth-
the current boom in lesbian and gay publishing as well. Zines rage
against the conservatism, classism, sexism, and racism of the gay
(publishing) establishment; lesbian zines take issue with certain fem- University Press. i

book, Queer Race: Cultural

coming from New York
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71 + QUEERZINES

hope, though, that the cumulative effect of my multiple depictions of
the zines throughout this essay will enhance the reader’s appreciation
of their nature—and of their elusiveness.

I can best describe these queerzines as guerrilla publications that first
appeared in the late 1980s; today some publish regularly while others
don’t; in addition, some have been circulating for some time, while
new ones are constantly being produced as others fail to reappear. For
me the high turnover rate doesn't represent failure, since I see the
unpredictability, inconsistency, and instability of the zines’ production
as shaping their productive political potentiality, a potentiality that I
will be elaborating in the course of this essay.? The zines are often
enraged, frequently sexy, in many cases hysterically funny, always very
savvy. Their major modes include personal catharsis, public pornogra-
phy, the outraged, the outrageous, the militant, the parodic, the campy,
the mock-serious, the deadly serious, and the mock—serious—as—deadly—
serious.’ They seldom run commercial advertisements and are usually
not for profit. They can be purchased in some stores, but are usually
acquired through subscription, word of mouth, exchange, or by send-
ing cash in the mail to the respective zine editors. Many began as
newsletters to friends, and in some cases continue to be distributed as
only a handful of copies of each issue, while others are popular
nation- and even worldwide and have spawned commercial products
and profits. Some are the creation of one individual, while others are
produced by several editors and contributors.

Although zines can be found in heterogeneous disciplines and
communities, and many of my comments apply to other zines, too,
the queer ones embody a particularly undisciplined relation both to
an array of hegemonic institutions and to the peripheries that these
institutions rely on for survival. The queerzines are oppositional, yet
they also undermine traditional notions of binary opposition. They
oppose the het-gemony enforced by most establishment periodicals
that assume the universality of heterosexuality; the zines insistently
challenge this homophobia by representing—indeed, flaunting—
queer subjectivities. But these queerzines also position themselves in
opposition to mainstream lesbian and gay publishing in several ways.

The queerzines
are oppositional,
yet they also
vndermine
traditional
notions of binary

opposition.
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diates and reverses the common assumptions
that people with AIDS are not or should not be
sexual, and do not or should not have sex. Even
“safe sex” brochures produced by and for gay
men usually direct their advice only to those
who are HIV- or who do not have AIDS. DPN,
on the other hand, reviews porn films and prints
naked HIV+ centerfolds for the pleasure of its
HIV+ readers.

But these PWA zines also disparage each other
in their rivalry to more effectively represent the

issue #2
summer 1991

variously dispossessed PWA constituencies. For
instance, the macabre humor of DPN is topped
by the far less glossy PWA zine, Infected Faggot
Perspectives. In a letter in the September-October
1992 issue of Infected Faggot Perspectives, a
reader praises this zine’s perverse aesthetic: “Si,
Maricone Pestilente, your ’zine is nauseating and
disgusting and violates every tenet of good taste.
've never been so offended in my life. Enclosed
is a check for a full set of back issues . . ” The
letter writer goes on to refer to DPN as Infected
Faggot Perspective’s “rather more upscale cousin, Disgusting Pustule
Noise™'® (What, one wonders, would Infected Faggot Perspectives
have to say about POZ, the glossy, yuppie magazine for people with
AIDS that debuted in 1994?)

The zines’ penchant for self-criticism is evident in Scab, which even
takes on the tentative institutionalization of zine culture in its attack
on SPEW, the annual zine convention.” The publication of the par-
ticularly shoddy and cheap looking zine Monstar: The Bruce Labruce
Story, billed as “The fanzine to end all fanzines (I hope),” can be read
as a reaction against the upmarket production values of some recent
zines. Monstar marks a return to basics, as the fear of mainstreaming,
co-optation, and success in its conventional designation leads to the
publication of a yet more downscale and illegible zine.?°
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