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91 < QUEERZINES

For some brief histories and descriptions of the queerzine phenomenon, see the
following articles: S. Bryan Austin and Pam Gregg, “A Freak among Freaks: The
Lesbian 'Zine Scene,” in Sisters, Sexperts, Queers: Beyond the Leshian Nation, ed,
Arlene Stein (New York: Plume-Penguin, 1993), pp. 81-95; Bruce LaBruce, “The
Wild Wild World of Fanzines: Notes from a Reluctant Pornographer,” in A Queer
Romance: Lesbians, Gay Men, and Popular Culture, ed. Paul Burston and Colin
Richardson (New York: Routledge, 1995), pp. 186-195; Cate C. Corcoran, “Copy-
Machine Manifestos: Sex 'Zines Assert, Subvert, and Pervert” The San Francisco
Bay Guardian, Feb. 12, 1992, p. 23; Dennis Harvey, “Immediate Expressions: Bay
Area Gay Zine Survey,” Bay Area Reporter, Nov. 29, 1990, pp. 33, 52; Michael C.
Botkin, “Behind the 'Zines" Bay Area Reporter, Sep. 17, 1992, p. 11; Mel
Freilicher, “Fight the Power: Diseased Pariah News, etc.” Fiction International 22
(1992): pp. 177-185; Bill van Parys, “Fag Rags Come of Age: The Gay 'Zine
Scene Finds [ts Audience,” The Advocate, Nov, 6, 1990, pp. 70-72; “'Zines,
Queens and Everything in Between: Fear and Loathing in Chicago,” HOMOture 3,
Dave Ehrlich, “The Zine Scene,” Orange County Blade, April 1992, p. 36; Matias
Viegener, "Queer Lettres,” American Book Review 14, no. 1 (1992): p. 3; Matias
Viegener, “There’s Trouble in That Body: Queer Fanzines, Sexual Identity, and
Censorship.” Fiction nternational 22 (1992): pp. 123-136.

The zines themselves comprise a slippery genre, and a number of publications
can as easily be classified as zines as they can be excluded from the category.
Some embody many characteristics of the zines but were in existence before the
current zine explosion, others are as specifically directed as and as critical of the
lesbian and gay establishment as the zines are but have a more tradlitional look
and less outrageous tone, or a larger staff and more established production
schedule (the popular lesbian sex magazine On Owr Backs. the well-established
rural gay male journal RFD, and Lavender Godzilla, a publication of San
Francisco's Gay Asian Pacific Alliance, come to mind here). The recent release
of a video version of the zine Fertile La Toyab Jackson Magazine has further
expanded and complicated the nature and definition of the zine phenomenon.
For an annotated bibliography of queerzines that also provides addresses from
which the zines may be ordered, see Queer Zine Explosion, edited by Laurence
Roberts. Queer Zine Explosion is published periodically, so the latest issue has
up-to-date information on current queerzines. Write Queer Zine Explosion, Box

590488, San Francisco, CA 94159-0488, USA. E-mail: Iroberts@bellahs.com. For an

up-to-date selected bibliography of all zines (i.e.. not just the queer ones), see
Factsheet 5 (available at magazine stores).

Lily Braindrop explains her creation of the zine A Taste of Latex in terms of her
personal dissatisfaction with other publications’ representations of sex: “I didn't
see any sex I liked in magazines.” Quoted in K.T. Kotter. “The Zine Scene”

Lesbian News (Los Angeles), April 1992, p. 60
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Kotter, p. 38.

“Fear and Loathing in Chicago,” HOMOture 3. Quoting from the zines presents a
number of difficulties. First, there is the danger of appropriating the zines into
precisely the institutional contexts that they despise. Further, since the materiality
of each zine is such an integral component of its overall effect and meaning, any
quotation from a zine or reproduction of zine material without the look and for-
mat of the zine will lose a considerable amount of the content. Also. many of the
zines make abundant use of illustrations and varied fonts and typefaces that are
difficult to duplicate in an academic article. Usually I have regularized my quotes
from the zines, though I have sometimes retained zine capitalizations, boldfaces,
cte. Acknowledging zine sources is not easy either. As Elizabeth Freeman and
Lauren Berlant point out in their article “Queer Nationality” conventions of aca-
demic citation are both inappropriate and impossible to follow with regard to the
zines. [See boundary 2 19, no. 1 (spring 1992); p. 176]. Many zines do not have
numbered pages, and often do not title their “articles” or give the names of writ-
ers, artists, and editors (when such names are provided, they are frequently
comic or satiric pseudonyms).

Quoted in “*Zine Round-Up,” Holy Titclamps 9 (winter 1991-92).

See Dick Hebdige, Subculture: The Meaning of Style (New York: Methuen, 1979).

See Austin and Gregg, p. 81.

For some definitions of gueer, and further discussion of the differences between
lesbian/gay and queer (queer theory, identity, politics) see the following texts:
“Queer Is" Not a Substitute for Gay,” Rant and Rave 1, no. 1 (autumn 1993):
p- 15; Gloria Anzaldua, “Tolo) Queer the Writer— Loca, escritora y chicana,”
in InVersions: Writings by Dykes, Queers and Lesbians, ed. Betsy Warland
(Vancouver: Press Gang, 1991), pp. 249-263; Judith Butler, Bodies That Matter
On the Discursive Limits of “Sex” (New York: Routedge, 1993); Allan Bérubé and
Jeffrey Escoffier, “Queer/Nation,” OUT/LOOK 11 (winter 1991): pp. 12-14; Phillip
Brian Harper, E. Francis White, and Margaret Cerullo, “Multi/Queer/Culture,”
Radical America 24, no. 4: pp. 27-37; Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, Tendencies
(Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1993); Alexander Doty, Making Things
Perfectly Queer: Interpreting Mass Culture (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota
Press, 1993); Cherry Smyth, Lesbians Talk Queer Notions (London: Scarlet, 1992):
Helen (Charles), “'Queer Nigger': Theorizing ‘White' Activism,” in Activating
Theory: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual Politics, ed Joseph Bristow and Angelia R. Wilson
(London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1993), pp. 97-1006; Lisa Duggan, "Making It
Perfectly Queer,” Socialist Review 22, no. 1 (1992): pp. 11-31; Michael Warner,
“Introduction: Fear of a Queer Planet,” Social Text 29: pp. 3-17; Steven Seidman,
“Symposium: Queer Theory/Sociology: A Dialogue,” Sociological Theory 12, no. 2
(1994): pp. 166-177; Arlene Stein and Ken Plummer, “‘1 Can't Even Think

Straight': Queer Theory and the Missing Sexual Revolution in Sociology,”
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94 o SOCIALIST REVIEW

Bruce, one of the first queer punk zine editors, the director of the queer punk
film No Skin Off My Ass, and a dedicated nonconformist, alludes to even his own
growing prestige:
Queercore’s beginning to fight a certain gentrification within its own ranks. A cur-
rent burning question goes: When exactly has one crossed the assimilationist line?
It's thought that Bruce La Bruce, one of the earliest proponents of a punk/queer
aesthetic via the seminal zine [D§ might've sold out last year when his film No
Skin Off My Ass met with a moderate underground success. Ever since, he's been
careering with a Jayne Mansfieldian blatancy that many in the scene find cringe-
worthy. Then there are the growing number of zines that look more like under-
cover agents from the gay porn world than bona fide rebel products
But it is significant that the headline for this piece is “PRAISE FROM THE ORGA-
NIZER OF SPEW 2" not only indicating La Bruce's campy interpretation of the
Jayne Mansfield analogy as a compliment (the word “praise” in the headline) but
also perhaps suggesting that he doesn't consider the possibilities of contestation
and cooptation to be as binary as his purported detractor does. For further discus-
sion of queer punk zines, see Mark Fenster, “Queer Punk Fanzines: Identity,
Community, and the Articulation of Homosexuality and Hardcore,” journal of
Communication Inquiry 17, no. 1 (winter 1993): pp. 73-94; Matias Viegener,
“Kinky Escapades, Bedroom Techniques, Unbridled Passion, and Secret Sex
Codes,” in Camp Grounds: Style and Homosexuality, ed. David Bergman (Amherst:
University of Massachussets Press, 1993), pp. 234-256; Matias Viegener, “'The Only
Haircut That Makes Sense Anymore’: Queer Subculure and Gay Resistance,” in
Queer Looks: Perspectives on Lesbian and Gay Film and Video, ed. Mantha Gever,
Pratibha Parmar, and John Greyson (New York: Routledge, 1993), pp. 116-133;

Dennis Cooper, “Homocore Rules.” Village Voice, Sept. 4, 1990, pp. 92-93; Wickie
Stamps, “Queer Girls with an Attitude,” The Advocate, Nov. 20, 1990, pp. 56-57;
Adam Block, “The Queen of 'Zine,” The Advocate, Nov. 20, 1990, p. 75.
Sedgwick, p. xi
Monstar.
Johnny Noxzema, Letter to The Advocate, Dec. 15, 1992, p. 12.

to The

For a litany of the zines that dislike Burroughs, see Noxzema's letter

Advoceate, Sept. 10, 1991, p. 13.

25 “'Zine Round-Up."
26 1 am well aware of Judith Butler's reputed antipathy to the appellation “Judy”

g

from strangers (1 don't know what Catharine MacKinnon thinks of “Kiuy”) but
use “Judy” and “Kiny" in the zines' spirit of irreverence and in solidarity with the
zine Judy!, named for Butler, which Butler has attacked on several occasions (see

note 36 below),
Christie Carr, “Seduction of a Jewish Princess," Dyke Review (summer

pp. 20-24.

1992):

28 Adrienne Rich
4 (1980): pp. (
Shut Utopia 2

2
~ Y

30 For further el:
cizations of
With/And/In/p

31 Riot Grrrlz O

Hlustrated by 1
32 Freeman and I
33 Judith Butler,
York: Routledg
34 A discussion o
Women's Actios
ized political aj
beyond the scc
seem (o me th:
both “culture” a
ration of style :
instance, Mark ¢
Ing “to integrate
as both these z
primary modes
my that would
pPower, unconta
of oppositional |
35 Chandra Talpad
Women and the
Feminism, ed. !
University Press,
36

It is telling that
Butler, should h
her. Butler's “de
amply displayed
Larissa MacFarq
(Sept—Oct. 1992
(Nov—Dec. 1993

37 For an elaboratic

see Ellen Roon

Contemporary Li
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